REGILDING THE CRESCENT
during the summer of 1909 for having criticised
the Committee of Union and Progress, and
again in the spring of the present year (1910)
for publishing an article which offended the
susceptibilities of the Arabs of the Yemen, In
some cases, previous warning was given. During
a heated controversy between the Sheikh-ul-Islam
and certain reactionary hojas, the Turkish Press
was cautioned against publishing inflammatory
articles, and at the time of Austria's annexation
of Bosnia, it was also, as an act of friendship to
England, forbidden to institute comparisons
with the position of Egypt.
Those who are disposed to resent this policy
of repression should take the circumstances into
account. Here is a new-born Press which has
acquired a disproportionate influence over a
population long deprived of any but the most
colourless newspapers. These organs, under the
vigorous censorship of Yildiz, gave little news
and no comments. The Turks have been so long
without papers that they believe everything that
they read in print. Disillusion, no doubt, will
come later. At present, it is sufficient for the
wildest reports to be published in a paper to be
believed. This may be productive of irreparable
mischief. Even in a country like ours, where
discredit of the printed word is not unknown,
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